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Now she’s 30



The best way to help the animals is with a cash 
donation. You can mail a check in the enclosed envelope 
or make a secure online donation at our website. 
Contributions are tax-deductible. 
Also, if you’d like to leave a legacy of helping disabled 
animals, please consider making a bequest in your will. 
Bequests are important gifts that secure our long-term 
mission. Thank you!

Volume 21 Issue 1. Written by Steve Smith. Graphic design by Cathleen 
Clapper. Photos by Steve Smith and Alayne Marker. All rights reserved to 
the Rolling Dog Farm. 

Steve and Alayne with Jake.

How to help

Honey was found wandering as a stray on a country road 
and taken to a shelter in western Maine. No one came 
forward to claim her, and the shelter then contacted us. 
Honey is completely blind from a condition known as 
progressive retinal atrophy. Her retinas may no longer 
work, but they can still reflect the flash of the camera!
Honey is one of the sweetest, most wonderful dogs 
we’ve ever had. Well mannered, house trained, quiet, 
affectionate, and friendly — her tail never stops wagging. 
She’s an absolute doll. Who would not want her? Indeed, 
we call her “Miss Perfect,” and suggest to some of the 
other dogs here that they learn to model her behavior! We 
also call her the “Hun Bun.”

Hello, Honey!

Dear Friends,
We’ve taken in quite a few disabled animals over the years 
who had suffered abuse at the hands of people, but none 
has gone through what Cammie endured. And yet she has 
chosen to forgive humans for what they did to her. 
She has not, and never will, forget what happened, but she 
has forgiven. To us that’s probably the most remarkable 
thing about Cammie. She had every reason to never trust 
people again, but she does. All she wants is to be loved.
In this issue we’ll introduce a couple of our other recent 
arrivals, blind Honey and Angel. Both are small, elderly 
Chihuahua mixes who came to us several months apart 
from the same shelter in rural Maine. Both immediately 
stole our hearts, each in her own way.
We’re also delighted to give you good news updates on 
two of our other animals. Jake, our cancer patient who 
was on the cover of last year’s newsletter, has now far 
surpassed the post-treatment lifespan for dogs with his 
condition. We’re in awe.
Finally, our blind mare Lena reached an impressive 
milestone, turning 30 this past spring. We’ve had her for 22 
of those 30 years!
As we enter the holiday season, please know how grateful 
we are for your generous donations! Your support makes 
it possible for us to take in dogs like Cammie and all the 
others here. Thank you! 

Alayne Marker and Steve Smith, Co-founders
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Angel was dropped off at the Maine shelter after her 
owner said she was moving and couldn’t take Angel with 
her (but somehow could take the family’s other two dogs 
and three cats!). This elderly girl is not exactly disabled, 
but she has orthopedic problems as well as kidney and 
liver issues, so we agreed to take her.  
She’s a funny little character with plenty of spunk and 
personality (when she isn’t sleeping, that is). She once slept 
right through an entire vet exam, snoring away! For some 
reason, she quickly became known here as “Aunt Maude,” 
and that’s what we call her now.

Introducing Angel!



In last year’s newsletter we featured Jake, our 
elderly Chihuahua who was battling cancer. He had 
a tumor at the upper end of his nasal passageway 
that had broken through his skull at the base of his 
forehead. 

We had taken him to a radiation oncologist in 
Connecticut for two weeks of state-of-the-art 
radiation treatment. The oncologist said the 
treatment would extend his life by about a year, 
but that was now 18 months ago. Jake is still doing 
great, and in fact we’ve never seen him so happy 
and full of energy!

Cammie’s story of survival
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Cammie came to us from the Spartanburg, South Carolina 
humane society, where she had been taken by animal 
control officers after being pulled from an abusive 
household. She was blind, but it wasn’t immediately clear 
from what.
The shelter’s vet soon took X-rays and learned the answer. 
Cammie had been shot more than once by a shotgun. Her 
neck, right shoulder, face and eyes had pellets everywhere. 
There was a particularly large clump of pellets at the base 
of her neck. This had happened at some point in the past, 
because the wounds had since healed. Cammie had never 
received any medical care at the time.
The shelter asked if we could take her, and sent along the 
X-rays. Here’s just one of them:

I’m still here!

We were horrified to see what had happened to her. We 
agreed, and immediately scheduled appointments with our 
veterinary surgeon and internal medicine specialist to see 
what they could do for Cammie.
A couple of weeks after arriving, and just before our vet 
appointments, Cammie vomited one morning. At first 
we thought she had a stomach bug. But the next evening 
Cammie started having awful seizures, thrashing across 
the floor and howling. We rushed her to our emergency 
veterinary hospital in Burlington.
After several days in the hospital, a test for lead poisoning 
came back with shocking results. On this test the threshold 

for lead poisoning was 60, and the top end was 120. The lab 
report simply said “> 120.”
Once our veterinary team got the symptoms under control 
with anti-nausea medication and phenobarbital for the 
seizures, Cammie began taking a specially compounded 
lead chelation medication. This binds to the lead in her 
blood and draws it out of her bloodstream.
But this still left the source of the lead poisoning in her body 
-- all those lead shotgun pellets. It is extremely difficult to 
try and surgically remove hundreds of tiny pellets scattered 
across different parts of her body. They’re hard to find, you 
have to make incisions to look for each one, and you can 
cause more tissue trauma in the process. So it can be very 
challenging for both the patient and surgeon.
Nevertheless, our surgeon went to work on Cammie to 
remove the largest concentrations of pellets. But first he 
found something no one knew about -- Cammie had also 
been shot in the left knee with a .22 bullet. 
He pulled out the bullet fragments, and then turned to that 
large clump of pellets in her neck. It turned out to have 236 
pellets! They’re all removed now. How Cammie didn’t have 
her head blown off in that blast we will never know.
Cammie was in surgery for 2.5 hours. It then took many 
months of follow-up treatment, but her blood lead levels 
are back down to normal, and she is off all her medications.
Despite the horrendous trauma inflicted on her, Cammie 
is one of the sweetest, most affectionate dogs we have 
ever known. She just wants to be held and petted, and 
when we wrap our arms around her, she melts. She’ll lean 
into us and sigh. When Cammie hears us come out of the 
bedroom, she’ll run over for a big hug.
Today, she’s happy, healthy, and adored!



Steve with his beloved 
logging tractor and a 
dying spruce he cut 
down. We heat the 
house with a wood 
stove, and all the 
firewood -- 5 cords each 
winter -- comes from our 
own woodlands.

Our blind Quarter Horse mare Lena celebrated her 30th 
birthday this past April. She was the very first disabled 
animal we ever took in, way back in 2000 at our ranch in 
Montana. She’s been with us ever since.
She went blind from training abuse, and then was 
dumped out on pasture in a herd of horses that beat her 
up, kicked and bit her, and chased her into barbed wire 
fences. When she arrived, she was covered in old scars and 
fresh wounds.
Two decades and lots of love later, she’s still doing 
incredibly well. Other than her Cushing’s disease, which 
we manage with a medication injection every two weeks, 
she has no health issues. And in human timespan, Lena’s 
now the equivalent of 85 years old!

About the farm
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For updates, visit our blog at www.rollingdogfarm.org 

Rolling Dog Farm has been home to many types of 
disabled animals over the years – our residents have 
included blind dogs, blind horses, deaf dogs, blind cats, 
three-legged dogs and cats, and others with neurological 
and orthopedic issues. While we focus primarily now on 
disabled dogs, we still have a blind horse.
Although these animals may have disabilities, they do 
not consider themselves handicapped. They just want to 
get on with life and enjoy themselves. Thanks to your 
support, that’s what they get to do here. 
Yet these are the animals who are among the least likely to 
be adopted and among the most likely to be euthanized in 
traditional shelters. That’s why we work with the disabled.
Steve Smith and Alayne Marker founded the farm in 2000 
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization known 
as a private operating foundation. Donations are tax-
deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
The Rolling Dog Farm is located in the beautiful White 
Mountains of northern New Hampshire. This special 
place for disabled animals is supported 100% by your 
donations. Thank you for your gifts!

Now she’s 30!

P.O. Box 150, Lancaster, New Hampshire 03584 
www.RollingDogFarm.org


