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Still here!



The best way to help the animals is with a cash 
donation. You can mail a check in the enclosed envelope 
or make a secure online donation at our website. 
Contributions are tax-deductible. 
Also, if you’d like to leave a legacy of helping disabled 
animals, please consider making a bequest in your will. 
Bequests are important gifts that secure our long-term 
mission. Thank you!

Volume 17, Issue 1. Written by Steve Smith. Graphic design by Cathleen 
Clapper. Photos by Steve Smith and Alayne Marker. All rights reserved to 
the Rolling Dog Farm. 

Steve and Alayne with blind Millie, our diabetic Lab who was 
on the cover of last year’s holiday newsletter. Millie’s diabetes 
makes her predisposed to recurring urinary tract infections, 
requiring frequent urine cultures and periodic long-term 
antibiotic treatment, but otherwise she is doing great! 

How to help

This is Hank, a blind and deaf 15-year old fellow who 
Seattle Humane asked us to take back in January. 
His previous owner turned him into the shelter after 
having Hank since he was a puppy, so this was a huge 
and emotionally wrenching change for this elderly 
disabled dog. 
Given his age and twin disabilities, the shelter didn’t think 
he was adoptable, and asked if we could provide Hank 
with his final forever home. We said yes.
Fortunately, Hank has done really well since arriving. 
Though he is very quiet and pretty much keeps to himself, 
his happiest moments are first thing in the morning when 
he wakes up. He first raises his head, sniffs a bit, looks 
around, waits a little more, then turns upside down in 
the bed to begin his morning “rolling dog.” This is what it 
looks like:

Hello, Hank!

Dear Friends,
It’s hard to believe another year has already gone by! But 
here we are, writing this on a rainy October day as the 
beautiful autumn leaves begin dropping to the ground. We 
had a spectacular burst of fall color, but as usual, it didn’t 
last long enough for those of us who love this season. 
We finally got the hay fields cut and baled in the last 
possible weather window, in mid-September, and it was a 
beautiful crop. We had a very productive garden season, 
too, so the root cellar and freezers are full of food for 
the winter.
In this issue we’re delighted to introduce a couple of our 
latest arrivals. Daisy came from Vermont and Hank from 
Washington state. As you’ll read, our ophthalmologist was 
able to restore Daisy’s vision with cataract surgery, but 
that wasn’t possible for Hank because the ophthalmologist 
found his retinas were no longer working. 
We are so grateful for your generous gifts that help us take 
in dogs like Daisy and Hank, and to provide whatever 
medical care they need. Thank you so much for your 
support this holiday season!

Steve Smith and Alayne Marker, Co-founders
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Hank seems content to be here. He isn’t particularly 
affectionate or engaged with us, but he does wag his short 
little tail when he’s happy. He gets quite excited when 
Daisy comes up to him. Hank wags his tail furiously then, 
and though she tries to play with him, he just stands his 
ground and bobs away with his tail. Daisy hasn’t figured 
out what that means yet (neither have we!).
Though we know he has no idea how or why he ended up 
with us, we’re sure he would like to say something like, 
“Hank you for taking me in!”



Guess who wins?

She may only weigh 25 pounds, but what Daisy 
lacks in size she more than makes up for in speed, 
spunk and agility. She loves to roughhouse with 
Tanner, and though he’s twice as big, somehow she 
always comes out on top!

Please welcome Daisy!

Rolling Dog Farm • Holiday 2018 • page  3

This beautiful little girl almost died the day she came to us.  
Alayne had driven over to the Vermont shelter that had 
asked if we could take a six-year old diabetic dog who 
was going blind. When the staff member handed Daisy 
over, Alayne noticed how lethargic she was, but the staff 
member said, “She’s just a little sleepy right now.”
By the time Alayne got back to the farm, less than an 
hour later, Daisy was unable to get out of the crate in the 
van. We pulled her out and set her on the lawn, where 
she promptly laid down and didn’t move. Once inside the 
house, she just keeled over sideways on the floor.  
Having years of experience with diabetic dogs, we 
thought we knew what we were seeing – a hypoglycemic 
event, where blood glucose drops dangerously low. 
Daisy had obviously been starting this at the shelter that 
morning just before Alayne showed up, and it was a full-
blown crisis by the time she got to the farm. We gave her 
Karo syrup, and within minutes Steve was rushing her to 
our internal medicine specialist in Burlington who treats 
our critical care cases. 
Daisy was still alive when Steve arrived at the hospital, 
and the doctor said the Karo syrup had saved her life. 
Daisy was hospitalized for three days, and we were so 
relieved when we were finally able to bring her home.  
Daisy had cataracts that severely limited her vision, 
causing her to run into things. Our veterinary 
ophthalmologist found Daisy’s retinas were still working 
fine, which made her a candidate for cataract surgery. 
A couple of months after arriving, Daisy had the 
operation and now she can see perfectly!
In case you’re wondering, Daisy knows she is as adorable 
as she looks. She also has a personality to match.

She believes the 
secret to success 
in life is to lick 
your way there, 
so she greets 
everyone with a 
kiss. Her tongue is 
ridiculously long, 
and she often has it 
sticking out of her 

When she 
doesn’t think 
she’s getting 
enough 
attention, she 
will run in 
front of us, 
throw herself 
over on her 
back, roll 
around, and 

wait for one of us to come rub her tummy.  She knows 
she’s irresistible. Sometimes, to guarantee she gets the 
desired tummy rub, she will actually throw herself down 
at a doorway so we have to stop and pet her before going 
through. And yes, notice her tongue is out. Who could 
resist that?

mouth, which only adds to her charm (or so she thinks). 
Daisy also sits up to get our attention, which is impossible 
to ignore because it’s so dang cute.  

This last photo shows you 
the classic Daisy. Millie 
and Tanner like to come 
up to Steve for some 
loving while he’s working 
at the wood stove, and the 
fact that he’s focusing on 
them is more than she can 
bear. Daisy shoehorns her 
way into the group, and 
when she still doesn’t get 

the attention she thinks she deserves, she does the “roll-
over-with-tongue-out” maneuver. It works every time.



Those are our blind 
Beagles, Austin on the 
left and Louie on the 
right, enjoying a fall 
afternoon nap in the 
dog yard. They look 
almost like twins, have 
the same disability, and 
are the best of friends.

This is our blind mare Lena, still going strong at the 
age of 26!  We took that photo in mid-October as she 
was enjoying the lush fall grass. Lena was the very 
first disabled animal who came to us, way back in the 
fall of 2000 at the Montana ranch. When we started the 
sanctuary, we hadn’t even thought about taking in horses, 
let alone blind ones … and then she arrived.  
Lena was only eight years old when she came, a pure-
bred registered Quarter Horse who had gone blind from 
training abuse. Flipped over backwards multiple times, 
the repeated blows to her head as she landed upside down 
inflamed her optic nerve and made her blind. Despite the 
abuse, she learned to trust people again.  
She is a calm, sensible, easy-going girl who’s been in 
perfect health all these many years. Only recently was she 
diagnosed with Cushing’s disease, for which we are now 
treating her. We hope to have her for many more seasons 
to come!

About the farm
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For updates, visit our blog at www.rollingdogfarm.org 

Rolling Dog Farm has been home to many types of 
disabled animals over the years – our residents have 
included blind dogs, blind horses, deaf dogs, blind cats, 
three-legged dogs and cats, and others with neurological 
and orthopedic issues. While we focus primarily now on 
disabled dogs, we still have a blind horse.
Although these animals may have disabilities, they do 
not consider themselves handicapped. They just want to 
get on with life and enjoy themselves. Thanks to your 
support, that’s what they get to do here. 
Yet these are the animals who are among the least likely to 
be adopted and among the most likely to be euthanized in 
traditional shelters. That’s why we work with the disabled.
Steve Smith and Alayne Marker founded the farm in 2000 
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization known 
as a private operating foundation. Donations are tax-
deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
The Rolling Dog Farm is located in the beautiful White 
Mountains of northern New Hampshire. This special 
place for disabled animals is supported 100% by your 
donations. Thank you for your gifts! 

P.O. Box 150, Lancaster, New Hampshire 03584 
www.RollingDogFarm.org

Still here!


